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SUMMARY. The purpose of the present study was to evaluate the effect of pure and blended mixtures,
with different compositions of hydroxy propyl methyl cellulose (HPMC) and carnauba wax (CW) on the
release of diclofenac potassium from matrix tablets. Fifteen different matrix tablet formulations were prepared by direct compression process by using Carver Hydraulic laboratory press having 13 mm flat dies
set at constant pressure. The paddle dissolution apparatus II (Curio DL 2020) was used to assess the dissolution of drug in phosphate buffer, pH 7.4 for 8 h. The release data was fitted to different release models.
Zoom stereo micrography was done to evaluated the release mechanism of drug from polymers. The interaction of polymer mixture and different ratios of drug in polymer mixture was determined by Fourier
transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR) and differential scanning calorimetry (DSC). The type and content of polymer in the matrix system influenced the release characteristics. Higher polymeric content in
the matrix decreased the drug release rate because of increased tortuosity and decreased porosity. Retardation of drug release from pure carnauba was higher as compared to that with pure HPMC matrices.
The polymers blends controlled drug release pattern effectively. The drug released showed better linearity
with Higuchi release kinetics. The Korsmeyer equation revealed n value ranged from 0.388-0.627 or non Fickian transport mechanism of drug release was predominant. The FTIR and DSC suggested that there
were no chemical interaction between drug and polymers.

KEY WORDS: Carnuaba wax, Diclofenac potassium, DSC, FTIR, HPMC, Sustained release.
*

380

Author to whom correspondence should be addressed. E-mail: imran_1982@hotmail.com

ISSN 0326-2383

